GODOLPHIN PRIMARY SCHOOL
Curriculum Intent
Governors and staff at Godolphin Primary School believe the personal development of pupils,
spiritually, morally, socially and culturally plays a significant part in their ability to learn and achieve.
We therefore aim to provide an education that provides children with opportunities to explore and
develop their own values and beliefs, high standards of personal behaviour, a positive caring attitude
towards other people, an understanding of their social and cultural traditions and an appreciation of
the diversity and richness of other cultures.
At Godolphin we offer a broad and balanced curriculum, alongside giving pupils a range of rich and
purposeful learning experiences. Our curriculum has been developed to ensure that pupils are not
only able to reach their best academically, but also to develop their love for learning and for pupils
to discover their unique potential. The curriculum is designed to: recognise children’s prior learning,
provide first hand learning experiences and allow the children to develop interpersonal skills, build
resilience and become creative, critical thinkers.
Godolphin’s focus on curriculum development is carefully designed to ensure coverage and
progression. The ability to learn is underpinned by the teaching of basic skills, knowledge, concepts
and values with a vision to prepare them for life beyond primary school. It provides pupils with
memorable experiences, in addition to diverse and rich opportunities from which children can learn
and develop a range of transferable skills. Our aim is to provide our children with an engaging,
exciting and empowering curriculum that equips them for today and tomorrow.
We provide enrichment opportunities to engage learning. We believe that childhood should be a
happy, investigative and enquiring time in our lives, where there are no limits to curiosity and there
is a thirst for new experiences and knowledge.
Virtues in Education underpins our approach to behaviour and attitudes. The Virtues Project
nurtures our children in the skills and qualities they need to be successful in school and in life. The
virtues are interlinked with the teaching of British values and the Co-operative values of the Trust.
Curriculum Implementation
Implementation is how the curriculum is delivered; it is the journey of learning from Early Years
through to Year 6.
We follow the National Curriculum (NC) so that children are provided with an opportunity to
experience a broad and balanced curriculum.
The planning of the curriculum is based around a rolling programme to ensure coverage of selected
topics by all children who progress through the school. Planning takes the form of a topic based
approach which is skill-led and where appropriate, teachers link subjects to provide an engaging and
inspiring curriculum.
Whilst the core subjects are taught on a regular basis the foundation subjects may sometimes be
taught as blocks of work over a matter of weeks.
This programme is regularly reviewed to ensure compatibility with new directives or to make
necessary improvements to the existing programme of work.

English
At Godolphin Primary we use English to communicate in both written and spoken form. We use
language to build our view and opinion of the world and our community. We believe that developing
a love of our language in our children is vital in achieving success at school and later in life.
The exploration and enjoyment of the English language is our priority and we value all its aspects –
speaking, listening, reading and writing. English is taught daily across the whole school with work
appropriately differentiated to match all abilities.

Speaking and Listening
Talking is fundamental to learning. Pupils are encouraged to speak clearly, confidently and with
expression in order to state their ideas and opinions.
Just as important is the need to listen carefully to others and respond in appropriate ways. At
Godolphin Primary, pupils are given opportunities in all areas of the curriculum to develop their
speaking and listening skills, in paired, group or whole class situations. Drama activities are intrinsic
elements of speaking and listening across the school.

Reading
Children who read for pleasure gain a richer vocabulary, more knowledge, critical thinking skills and
become independent learners.
Guided Reading is an important part of our curriculum. Children work in focused groups to develop
their reading skills and their understanding of texts.
We provide children with rich reading experiences within the English lessons and encourage them to
appreciate the author’s use of language and writing techniques in order to develop their own writing
skills.
Our children take their reading books home daily to share with their families/carers. As they go
through the school, they are given more responsibility for making their own reading choices from
the resources we have in school. Our well stocked library is open throughout the day for children to
choose their books.
The school uses reading materials from a range of schemes, including Oxford Reading, Floppy’s
Phonics, and Songbirds to support early reading.
We use the ‘Letters and Sounds’ phonics programme in KS1. The programme provides a structured
and systematic approach to teaching literacy. It is designed to create fluent readers, confident
speakers and willing writers.
Spelling
We place great value on the importance of accurate spelling. From Year 2 a structured programme
of spelling is used across the school. Year 1 pupils learn the high frequency words and words linked
to phonics. Due consideration is given to children with specific educational needs.

Writing
At Godolphin Primary we aim for children to be independent writers. We use real experiences to
inspire and develop pupil’s writing skills as often as we can. We encourage them to write clearly and
with confidence in any given genre. We teach them to use punctuation and grammar accurately, to
be able to proofread their own work and make amendments and improvements. We place value on
the development of correct letter formation and neatly presented handwriting.
We give children a wide range of opportunities in which to develop their writing skills and display
work of which they are proud.
Through our English curriculum, we aim to nurture in the children a love of literature and language,
and the confidence to continue reading and writing throughout their lives.

Mathematics
Our mathematics curriculum equips pupils with tools that include fluency, reasoning, problem
solving skills and the ability to think in abstract ways.
We use the Mathematics Mastery approach to teach Maths across the year groups. The following
information is taken from the Mathematics Mastery website to explain the approach in more detail.
The ‘mastery approach’ to teaching maths is the underlying principle of Mathematics Mastery.
Instead of learning mathematical procedures by rote, we want pupils to build a deep conceptual
understanding which will enable them to apply their learning in different situations
The Mathematics Mastery curriculum is cumulative – each school year begins with a focus on the
concepts and skills that have the most connections, which are then applied and connected
throughout the school year to consolidate learning. This gives pupils the opportunity to ‘master
maths’; by using previous learning throughout the school year, they are able to develop
mathematical fluency and conceptual understanding.
During the Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum, maths forms part of many interactive learning
experiences. Pupils develop their knowledge and understanding of mathematics through play,
exploration and discussion. Children work with shapes and begin to learn their properties, use
language to give positional clues and compare quantities, identify and recreate patterns. They learn
to count, read, write and order numbers to 20 using songs and rhymes, which is extended to 100
and beyond during The National Curriculum in Key Stage 1. Additionally, they learn about shape and
space, through practical activity which builds on their understanding of their immediate
environment. They develop their use of mathematical language, using it to talk about their methods
and explain their reasoning when solving problems.
They move from counting reliably to calculating fluently with all four number operations.
Children will use a wider range of mathematical language as they progress.
They learn to tackle a problem with mental methods before using any other approach, always
supported with help and encouragement.

Science
We aim to develop the skills and attitudes of the pupils for them to become scientists such as
curiosity, analytical thinking, enquiry, creativity and perseverance so they can make sense of the
world around us. Key to this is the children’s ability to communicate their understanding through a
range of methods.
We regularly use the outdoors for learning activities.

Computing
We aim to equip our children to become confident at using computational thinking and creativity in
order to develop a culture where the use of ICT becomes second nature to our pupils, thus ensuring
they are ready and able to embrace the technological advances of the future.
Every child at school has use of a shared bank of laptops and class IPads. The children learn how to
navigate the Internet safely and communicate through the internet. They use a range of equipment
and have access to a wide variety of software.
The children are taught using interactive whiteboards and numerous other technologies. Our
children are taught how to access information, evaluate its suitability, store it, share it with others
and tailor it to meet their own needs.

Religious Education
The school follows the locally agreed RE syllabus.
At Godolphin Primary School, children are taught to understand and respect the importance of
religious beliefs in the world around them. We encourage children to use and develop their skills in
RE and to participate in critical thinking. We aim to ensure that the RE curriculum is challenging,
dynamic and relevant to pupils of all ages. In the Foundation Stage, Reception are taught through
the major Christian festivals and local Cornish celebrations involving their own experiences. During
Key Stage 1, the study of Christianity is introduced and aspects of Hinduism are taught.
Pupils also study the Holy books and stories from the major world religions. The main Christian
festivals are celebrated.
There is also consideration for non-religious beliefs. In Key Stage 2, the study of Christianity is
developed and religious beliefs within Buddhism, Judaism and Sikhism are explored.
Collective worship takes place daily. We also welcome visits from the local church groups and invite
them to lead our worship.
A parent has the right to withdraw a pupil from attendance at collective worship and / or religious
education. The children require other relevant work, provided by parents, to do if they are
withdrawn from this subject.

History
At Godolphin Primary we view History as a great deal more than learning facts. We see it as an
opportunity to develop skills of enquiry and questioning; to become open minded “historical
detectives” and explore the past in an exciting way. We aim to provide first hand experiences with
role play, class visits, workshops and visiting experts playing an important part in all our topics.
History is taught through our cross curricular topics. The past comes to life when children use a
variety of sources of information to find clues and evidence and take part in discussions with their
peers. Through History, children learn to make comparisons and links between the past and modern
times and discover how and why things have changed. They learn about people and events in the
past, in Britain and the wider world, and realise that these have influenced our lives today. Children
are taught how to investigate and record their findings in interesting and creative ways including
writing, art, drama and computing.

Geography
Geography develops children’s knowledge and understanding of people and places. At Godolphin,
we learn about the wider world as well as local areas, looking at the physical, social and economic
issues surrounding each case study. Use of maps, atlases, photos and the internet ensure a wellbalanced and interactive method of learning for all pupils. There are many cross-curricular links with
subjects such as literacy, numeracy and history. In the Foundation Stage, children learn about
similarities and differences in relation to places, objects and materials. They are able to discuss their
own immediate environment and understand how environments may vary from one to another.
During Key Stage 1 and 2, pupils explore physical and human differences in the world around them.
Children learn about the skills needed to ask geographical questions about a locality in the UK
compared to a locality in a less economically developed country. Children are taught how
settlements differ and change and they understand environmental issues linked to these. Children
also learn about water and its effect on landscapes such as rivers and coasts. They are taught
differences in weather and the effect of climate change.
The pupils learn how to read maps and to use an atlas. They learn about life in a developing country
and compare the area around Godolphin with urban areas. They study the water cycle and how
rivers are important to our landscape.

Art
Art and Design contributes to the development of the whole child emotionally, aesthetically,
physically, socially and cognitively. It provides all children with the opportunity to express
themselves imaginatively and creatively, as well as developing their understanding of, and responses
to the world around them. Pupils are exposed to many visual, tactile and sensory experiences.
Godolphin Primary School enables pupils to become involved in, enjoy and appreciate the visual arts
and how it can enrich their personal lives. They learn the part that art and design plays in their own
and others’ lives, in contemporary life and in different times and cultures.

Design Technology
Design and Technology provides our children with an opportunity to tackle problems of a practical
nature. The cross curricular nature of Design and Technology offers a setting for the children to
apply knowledge and skills from a number of other subjects including art, language, maths and
science. Skills are developed using tools and machines in designing and making artefacts and food
products with an emphasis on healthy living. Working with a variety of materials aims to help
children learn important life skills. Children learn independently and in groups, learning to cooperate, plan, design, make and evaluate their work. They learn to make their own decisions with
help and encouragement.
Music
Music is taught throughout the school as a class subject and in a cross-curricular way. The aim is to
develop each child's musical potential giving opportunities for self-expression and creativity. We use
the Charanga Music Scheme to support teaching and learning alongside Sing Up and the online
version of Music Express. Charanga is based on an integrated, practical, exploratory and child-led
approach to musical learning. The interrelated dimensions of music weave through the units to
encourage the development of musical skills as the learning progresses through listening and
appraising, differing musical activities (including creating and exploring) and performing.
Instrumental tuition is available to children who wish to take advantage of it. The children are taught
individually or in small groups.
Each year we take advantage of the Cornwall Music Service Trust ‘First Access’ scheme to enable a
class to receive free whole class tuition on a musical instrument. This may be using instruments
already owned by the school (eg.recorder) or hired from the Trust (eg.guitar).

Physical Education
Physical Education develops children’s physical skills, confidence, capabilities, potential and
resilience. It gives opportunities for children to be creative and competitive while learning to work
with and respect others. At Godolphin children learn how to plan, perform and evaluate actions,
often in pairs and small groups, helping them to develop the quality and effectiveness of their work.
We promote a positive attitude towards active lifestyles and aim to instil a love of sport that will
encourage habits for life. In addition to being taught by their class teacher children across the
school are taught by specialist coaches.
To support the school’s provision of physical education, we use the REAL PE programme of study to
give every child the physical literacy, as well as emotional and thinking skills to achieve in PE, sport
and everyday life. The framework provides fun and simple-to-follow schemes of work to enable
practitioners to deliver high quality PE lessons with confidence. It is fully aligned to the National
Curriculum and Ofsted requirements and focuses on the development of agility, balance and
coordination, healthy competition and cooperative learning.
The school is an active member of the Helston School PE Cluster, enhancing our PE curriculum by
regularly providing opportunities to take part in traditional and alternative sports in the local area,
often with other schools.

Every year, all of our pupils have access to structured and progressive swimming lessons as
a part of their curriculum PE lessons. Our lessons are taught by specialist swimming teachers
who work alongside the Godolphin teachers to deliver the content of the National Curriculum,
encouraging confidence in the water and competence in a range of strokes and water skills. In KS2,
the pupils also learn about water safety and safe self-rescue in different water based situations.

Personal, Social and Health Education with Citizenship
Personal, social, health, citizenship and economic (PSHCE) education is a carefully planned
programme of learning opportunities and experiences that enable children and young people to
grow and develop as individuals and as valuable members of families and of social and economic
communities.
PSHCE education provides children and young people with knowledge, understanding, attitudes and
practical skills to live healthy, safe, productive, fulfilled, capable and responsible lives. It inspires
them to be enterprising and supports them in making effective transitions, positive learning and
career choices and in managing their finances effectively. It gives children and young people the
skills to reflect on and analyse their own values and equips them to face difficult and sometimes
conflicting attitudes they may face in the future.
We use a range of programmes to support our children in this aspect, although most of it is
embedded in our daily practice and linked to our Co-operative Values. The children think about their
own personal health and safety. They consider the best way to act in a variety of situations and how
to resolve conflict. They learn about government and start to make their own decisions. We have a
school council who represents our pupils, giving them a voice and ownership of school issues and
improvements.
Citizenship education at Godolphin enables pupils to develop political literacy and to make a positive
contribution to their local, national and global communities.
The school organises regular fundraising events which allow the children to explore relevant issues
and to take action, enabling them to make a positive contribution to their local, national and global
communities.

Relationship and Sex Education
At Godolphin Primary we use the Christopher Winters Project programme. This resource encourages
children to develop the skills of listening, empathy, talking about feelings and relationships with
families and friends.
In Reception we focus on daily routines, keeping clean and families. From Year 1 children will learn
the names of the body parts, the differences between males and females and the ways in which they
will develop and grow. Importantly, they will also learn to recognise unsafe and risky situations and
to ask for help.
The curriculum continues to develop their knowledge and skills as they learn about the physical and
emotional changes of puberty and about reproduction.
Parents have the right to remove their child from sex education lessons.

Early Years
There are seven areas of learning and development.
All areas of learning and development are important and inter-connected.
Three areas are particularly crucial for igniting children’s curiosity and enthusiasm for learning, and
for building their capacity to learn, form relationships and thrive.
These three areas, the prime areas, are:
• communication and language
• physical development
• personal, social and emotional development.
Additionally, there are four specific areas, through which the three prime areas are strengthened
and applied. The specific areas are:
• literacy;
• mathematics;
• understanding the world; and
• expressive arts and design.
We believe that the children should experience as many different situations as possible. They have
their own foundation space, with access to the outdoors enabling free flow between indoors &
outdoors. We create opportunities for pupils to initiate their own learning.

Extra-Curricular Clubs
Clubs are very popular, and there are a variety of clubs available for KS1 and KS2 which take place
during playtimes and after school throughout the year. These include rugby, football, dance, netball,
cricket, multi-sports, choir, study clubs, craft and cooking.

Curriculum Impact
Subject leaders play an important part in the success of the curriculum by leading a regular
programme of monitoring, evaluation and review. The curriculum design ensures that the needs of
individual and small groups of children can be met within the environment of high quality teaching,
supported by targeted, proven interventions where appropriate. In this way it can be seen to impact
in a very positive way on pupil outcomes. Enjoyment of the curriculum promotes achievement,
confidence and good behaviour. Children feel safe to try new things. High quality visits and visitors
into Godolphin are also well designed to enhance the curriculum.
All teachers are expected to have high expectations for all students and the school will continue to
set ambitious targets for learners.

The school monitors student progress throughout the year and we are clear that for this to
be successful assessments need to meet the needs of all students, and importantly they must
be reliable. In 2019 to 2020 we will focus our quality assurance on the quality of formative and
summative assessment across the school, considering what it looks like, when it is completed, how it
is marked and how it is moderated. Assessment data will be utilised in a meaningful way, for
example to address misconceptions in learning and to target intervention.

