
 
 

22.5.2020 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
 

PROVISIONAL: PLANS FOR EXTENDING SCHOOL BASED PROVISION 
 
In addition to the letter you received earlier this week from Donna Bryant, Trust Executive 
Leader, please find further details of our school’s arrangements for returning children in 
years Reception, 1 and 6 and for the key worker children.  
 
The following plan is based on the responses we have received from parents stating that 
that their child(ren) will be returning. If numbers of pupils change the plans will need to be 
altered to accommodate more pupils. 
 
Godolphin Primary School will be open for Reception, Year 1 and Year 6 pupils and Key 
worker children from Wednesday 3rd June. 
 
Organisation 
We will be adopting the use of ‘bubble groups’ - a small consistent group of pupils, with 
consistent staffing, and consistent rooming, to limit the number of contacts any individual 
has during the day. Pupils will not be able to mix with anyone outside of their small group 
even at playtimes and lunchtimes. 
 
There are measures in place to ensure the distancing is continued in the classrooms as well 
as we can and that where toilet facilities need to be shared, there are protocols in place to 
continue to reduce the risk of infection. 
 
To keep group sizes small, it may be that your child will have a different teacher or a 
teaching assistant in their bubble group. However, the teacher will set the work and take 
the lead for the learning. As I am sure you can appreciate there are several factors to 
consider when arranging the ‘bubble groups’, one of these will be friendship groups. 
However, this will depend on which children return.  
 
We are working hard to ensure that any risk of spreading Covid-19 is reduced and have 
planned staggered start and finish times, as well as alterations to the school day, to aim to 
keep everyone as safe as possible.  The school day may appear shorter but with changes to 
the timetable the children will still be receiving the same amount of learning time.  
 
Dropping off and Picking up  
The staggered start and finish times are part of our risk assessment and are there to ensure 
that ‘bubble groups’ arrive/leave at a different time, therefore, minimising the number of 
pupils, staff and parents together at the same time. We ask that parents observe social 
distancing and that you are on time. If you are going to be late, due to unforeseen 
circumstances, please ring the school office to inform us. The school will have a system in 



 
 

place to allow safe drop offs and collections.  More details will be shared in my next letter to 
parents.  
 
We will be operating 3 bubble groups based on the number of responses we have received 
to date.  
 

  Start time  Finish time  

Bubble 1  Reception  9.00 2.30 

Bubble 2  Year 1 9.15  2.45  

Bubble 3 Year 6  9.30  3.00  

 
Due to the limited numbers of room and staffing available we will not be able to offer 
Before and After School Childcare Provision.  
 
School Lunches  
Lunches will be available in school but will be in the form of a packed lunch; Yr1 and YR will 
have their lunch as part of the Universal Free School meals; Y6 will be required to pay for 
lunch in the normal way unless they are entitled to Free School Meals. Please send payment 
in with your child in a named envelope the correct payment (£2.30 per day) or preferably 
pay via the parent pay service.  
 
If you need to collect your child during the school day  
Please call the school office to make us aware that you will be coming to the school. We will 
make sure your child is ready for you to collect. If you need to contact the school at any time 
during the day Mrs Thomas will be in the office answering calls or you can email her on 
secretary@godolphin.cornwall.sch.uk.  
 
How you can help us: 

 Make sure home packed lunches are easy for your child to unwrap 

 Provide your child with their own water bottle 

 Make sure your child’s uniform has clothes they can manage themselves - e.g 
elasticated trousers rather than zips and buttons 

 Children will not need to bring their reading folders or any resources to school  

 On sunny days, apply sun cream to your child before they come to school 

 We will have boxes of tissues in school but if possible, please supply your child with a 
packet of tissues that they can keep on their own table  

 Talk your child through the changes they can expect 
 
For those not returning to school  
The remaining year groups will continue to be educated online with work provided by the   
class teachers. This will also include pupils from Reception, Year 1 and Year 6 where parents 
have decided to continue to learn from home. If you have difficulty accessing the suggested 
online materials, please contact your child’s teacher so that alternative arrangements can 
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be made. Teachers are reviewing the home learning resources. These will be available the 
week beginning 1st June.  
 
If you make the decision not to send your child back to school, please be reassured that this 
does not impact on your school place or the usual attendance protocols. We will continue to 
support learning at home; however, if your child is not attending school, we will be 
expecting full engagement with the work provided by staff. Please be aware that the 
teachers will be teaching in school as well as preparing and responding to the online 
learning. Please be patient if responses are not as timely as has been the case. 
 
We have been told that the government wishes for all primary children to return to school 
for about a month before the summer break. We have no confirmation or details on this at 
present but will let you know as soon as we have some clarity. 
 
I appreciate that for some of you these plans may not give the level of detail you would like. 
However, at this current time there are still many factors that prevent me from offering this 
level of clarify.  
 
These factors include: 
 

 The Government’s decision following the review of the 5 Tests on 28th May 

 The Trustees position following the review 

 Changes to the number of pupils returning to school  

 The number of staff available  
 
Once we have confirmation that schools will be reopening, we will review our own plans 
and email parents. A message will also be placed on the school website. This letter will 
confirm the plans and share any necessary changes that have had to be made. We will make 
contact by noon on Monday 1st June at the latest. It is important to remember the decision 
to reopen schools may be decided for us. It is also important to reiterate that plans will 
need to remain fluid and may have to change over time as we move through the different 
phases.  
 
We are happy to answer any further questions you may have, please email Mrs Thomas at 
secretary@godolphin.cornwall.sch.uk. 
 
We appreciate the support and patience you have shown and realise the challenges families 
are facing at this current time. I have been in teaching for many years and have been a 
Headteacher for several of them and I must be honest and say that this has been the most 
challenging time of my career.  I thank you for the kindness and support that I have 
received. 
 
Thinking of you all, 
 
Lucy  
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