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Dear Parents and Carers, 

I hope that you and your family have had a good summer despite the restrictions that we have all faced. 

As we approach the end of the school holidays, I would like to remind you of some key information that 

was sent out at the end of last term and also provide further information regarding pupils returning to 

school for the new academic year.  

The term starts for pupils at Godolphin Primary on Monday 7 September 2020. The 3rd and 4th of 

September are INSET days for staff training. 

Our key principle is to keep everyone safe and to ensure this a number of measures have been put in 

place. This will seem like a long list, but we feel it is best that you know what to expect. These measures 

are to help protect our school community from the Covid-19 virus and are in line with Government 

guidance. We are aware that the guidance may change and so we know that some of these plans may 

have to change again to reflect the most up-to-date information. 

The Government has identified ten points which are in two main areas, Prevention and Response to 

infection. Below is a summary of how we will be implementing these measures.  

Prevention 

 1) minimise contact with individuals who are unwell by ensuring that those who have coronavirus 

(COVID-19) symptoms, or who have someone in their household who does, do not attend school 

Any individuals who have coronavirus (COVID-19) symptoms, or who have someone in their household 

who does, MUST NOT attend school. Individuals with a new, continuous cough or a high temperature, or 

has a loss of, or change in, their normal sense of taste or smell (anosmia), will be sent home and advised 

to follow ‘stay at home: guidance for households with possible or confirmed coronavirus (COVID-19) 

infection’, which sets out that they must self-isolate for at least 10 days and should arrange to have a test 

to see if they have coronavirus (COVID-19). Other members of their household (including any siblings) 

should self-isolate for 14 days from when the symptomatic person first had symptoms. 

If a child is awaiting collection, they will be removed to a room where they can be isolated with 

appropriate adult supervision.  

2) where recommended, use of face coverings in school 

The Government guidance states that Primary school children will not need to wear a face covering. 

Visitors to the school will be expected to wear a face covering.  

3) clean hands thoroughly more often than usual 

Staff and students will be cleaning their hands thoroughly and more often than usual with soap and 

water, or hand sanitise. Pupils will be expected/asked to wash hands or hand sanitise regularly through 

the day, including when they arrive at school, when they return from breaks, when they change rooms 

and before and after eating. Handwashing posters will be in key areas around the school. 

 



 
 

4) ensure good respiratory hygiene by promoting the ‘catch it, bin it, kill it’ approach 

We will be promoting good respiratory hygiene through the ‘catch it, bin it, kill it’ approach. Reminder 

posters will be in key areas around the school. We will have boxes of tissues in school but if possible, 

please supply your child with a packet of tissues that they can keep on their own table. 

5) introduce enhanced cleaning, including cleaning frequently touched surfaces often, using standard 

products such as detergents and bleach 

Enhanced cleaning has been arranged at school. This includes: 

● more frequent cleaning of rooms and shared areas that are used by different groups 

● frequently touched surfaces being cleaned more often than normal 

● toilets will be cleaned regularly, and pupils will clean their hands thoroughly before and after 

using the toilet – pupils will be allocated their own toilets within their classroom  

6) minimise contact between individuals and maintain social distancing wherever possible 

Contact between individuals will be limited and social distancing maintained wherever possible. The 

guidance states that consistent groups reduce the risk of transmission by limiting the number of pupils 

and staff in contact with each other to only those within the group. These are referred to as ‘bubbles’. 

This means that whole school assemblies will not be able to take place in the hall. These will be held using 

Google Classroom. It also means that pupils will need to eat their lunch in their own classrooms and will 

have separate playtimes.  

Where staff need to move between bubbles or are leading intervention groups, they will observe social 

distancing as much as they can. 

We will have three ‘bubbles’ in September. 

Bubble 1 Emeralds (R/Yr1/Yr2) 

Bubble 2 Diamonds (Yr2/Yr3/Yr4) 

Bubble 3 Zircons (Yr5/Yr6) 

 

7) where necessary, wear appropriate personal protective equipment (PPE) 

Staff will wear appropriate personal protective equipment (PPE) when necessary for children who are 

unwell or require intimate care.  

Response to any infection 

8) engage with the NHS Test and Trace Process 

All families must engage with the NHS Test and Trace process Staff members and parents/carers will need 

to be ready and willing to: 

 ∙ book a test if they or their child are displaying symptoms. Staff and pupils must not come into the 

school if they have symptoms and must be sent home to self-isolate if they develop them in school. All 



 
children can be tested, including children under 5, but children aged 11 and under will need to be helped 

by their parents/carers if using a home testing kit 

 ∙ provide details of anyone they have been in close contact with if they were to test positive for 

coronavirus (COVID-19) or if asked by NHS Test and Trace  

∙ self-isolate if they have been in close contact with someone who develops coronavirus (COVID-19) 

symptoms or someone who tests positive for coronavirus (COVID-19). Anyone who displays symptoms of 

coronavirus (COVID-19) can and should get a test. Tests can be booked online through the NHS testing 

and tracing for coronavirus website or ordered by telephone via NHS 119 for those without access to the 

internet. 

We will ask parents and staff to inform us immediately of the results of a test:  

∙ if someone tests negative, if they feel well and no longer have symptoms similar to coronavirus (COVID-

19), they can stop self-isolating. They could still have another virus, such as a cold or flu – in which case it 

is still best to avoid contact with other people until they are better. Other members of their household 

can stop self-isolating.  

∙ if someone tests positive, they should follow the ‘stay at home: guidance for households with possible 

or confirmed coronavirus (COVID-19) infection’ and must continue to self-isolate for at least 10 days from 

the onset of their symptoms and then return to school only if they do not have symptoms other than 

cough or loss of sense of smell/taste. This is because a cough or anosmia can last for several weeks once 

the infection has gone. The 10-day period starts from the day when they first became ill. If they still have 

a high temperature, they should keep self-isolating until their temperature returns to normal. Other 

members of their household should continue self-isolating for the full 14 days.  

9) manage confirmed cases of coronavirus (COVID-19) amongst the school community 

Confirmed cases of coronavirus (COVID-19) amongst the school community will be carefully managed 

with the advice of the local health protection team.  

10) contain any outbreak by following local health protection team advice 

The Local health protection team advice will be followed to contain any outbreak. 

Attendance 

In March when the coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak was increasing, the Government made it clear no 

parent would be penalised or sanctioned for their child’s non-attendance at school. The Government 

states that now circumstances have changed it is vital for all children to return to school to minimise as 

far as possible the longer-term impact of the pandemic on children’s education, wellbeing, and wider 

development. School attendance will therefore be mandatory again from the beginning of the new 

academic year. This means that it is your legal duty as a parent to send your child (if they are of 

compulsory school age) to school regularly.  

We understand the potential concerns of pupils and parents who may be reluctant or anxious about 

returning and we are here to support all our families. Please contact us if you would like to discuss any 

concerns you may have about your child returning to school. In addition, if you have concerns about your 

child returning to school because you consider they may have other risk factors, you should discuss these 

with us.  



 
Drop off and collection procedures 

We ask that parents observe social distancing and that you are on time. If you are going to be late, due to 

unforeseen circumstances, please ring the school office to inform us. Normal school start and finish times 

will be in place from September. School will officially start at 8.55am and finish at 3.15pm. 

Drop off 

● There will be a one-way system in the playground for pupils and parents 

● We will have IN and OUT gates and markers in place to guide parents 

● To stagger dropping off times there will be a drop off window between 8:40 and 8:55 and 

pupils/parents will be greeted by a member of staff in the playground 

● Pupils will be dropped off at the main gate and will go straight to their classrooms 

Collection 

● Again, there will be a one-way system in the playground for pupils and parents 

● We will have IN and OUT gates and markers in place to guide parents 

● To stagger collection time there will be a pickup window between 3.15 and 3.20 

● There will be parent social distance markers in the playground. A staff member will let a set 

number of parents in at a time (until all spaces are full). We ask all other parents to queue 

(socially distanced) on the pavement until a space becomes available 

● The children will wait for a member of staff to send them to their parents 

● Once your child(ren) have walked to you please leave the playground through the OUT gate 

● Once a space is available parents waiting on the pavement can move into the playground 

Curriculum 

We plan to teach an ambitious and broad curriculum in all subjects from the start of the autumn term, 

but we will make use of existing flexibilities to create time to cover the most important missed content. 

Curriculum planning will be informed by teacher assessments of pupils’ starting points and will address 

the gaps in their knowledge and skills. 

We have also planned for the possibility of a potential local lockdown, partial or full, so that we keep 

educational provision going if children cannot attend school. This provision will be through the Google 

Classrooms primarily, where staff will set and respond to children’s work, offer support, and set up live 

learning episodes through Google Meet. I know that many of our pupils have accessed  this during the 

summer term. If you need any further help with using this, please contact school for support. 

Wellbeing 

We understand that pupils may be experiencing a variety of emotions in response to the coronavirus 

(COVID-19) outbreak. Some may need support to re-adjust to school; others may have enjoyed being at 



 
home and be reluctant to return; a few may be showing signs of more severe anxiety or depression. 

Others will not be experiencing any challenges and will be keen and ready to return to 

school. 

Our curriculum will include activities to: 

● support the rebuilding of friendships and social engagement 

● address and equip pupils to respond to issues linked to coronavirus (COVID-19) 

● support pupils with approaches to improving their physical and mental wellbeing 

Positive behaviour 

Godolphin Primary School aspires to high standards for all of our pupils and we encourage positive 

behaviour. Now more than ever we all need to encourage that good behaviour to help us ensure that we 

all remain safe in school, so please speak to your children about the need to: 

● Follow instructions promptly 

● Follow the School’s new safety routines for Covid-19 

The school’s Behaviour Policy and the Trust’s Behaviour (COVID-19) Addendum are available on the 

school website.  

Wraparound Provision 

Breakfast Club 

This will continue to be run by Little Dolphins. 

After School Club 

We are delighted that we can offer after school provision. We will be adhering to all the government 

guidance and observing all measures to minimise interactions and socially distance. If you would like to 

book a place please email Mrs. Thomas at secretary@godolphin.cornwall.sch.uk 

School Lunches 

Lunches will be available in school and pupils will have the option of a hot meal or a packed lunch. Pupils 
in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 will have their lunch as part of the Universal Free School meals; KS2 pupils 
will be required to pay for lunch in the normal way unless they are entitled to Free School Meals. Please 
pay via the Parent Pay service (£2.30 per day). If pupils are having a home packed lunch, we ask that you 
make sure food is easy for your child to unwrap.  

Uniform/Resources   

Previously, we explained that we would not require pupils to wear uniforms in September given that we 

were not sure what the Government plans were for the Autumn. We were also mindful that some 

families had been hit hard financially. We will continue to allow parents to send their child in uniform or 

in other suitable clothes for school until October half-term. We ask that you make sure your child has 

clothes they can manage themselves - e.g elasticated trousers rather than zips and buttons. 
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Physical activity will continue to take place in school. However, we request that children do not bring PE 

kits to school. We ask that children bring a pair of trainers to school. If sports clothes are required for a 

specific activity, teachers will let parents know in advance and children will be asked to wear appropriate 

clothing. 

It is still recommended that pupils limit the amount of equipment they bring into school each day. 

Therefore, we ask that children only bring essentials such as water bottles, lunch boxes, hats and coats. 

Children will not need to bring any resources to school e.g. pens and pencils. Bags are allowed.   

Contacting the school 

Sadly, we will not be able to welcome visitors to the school without appointments and even then, any 

visit in person will need to be judged essential by school staff. If you need to contact the school at any 

time during the day, please phone the office on 01736 763318. We will be answering calls, or you can 

leave a message on the answerphone (messages will be checked). In addition, you can email Mrs. Thomas 

at secretary@godolphin.cornwall.sch.uk.  

If you need to collect your child during the school day 

Please call the school office to make us aware that you will be coming to the school. We will make sure 

your child is ready for you to collect. 

 

We appreciate that this letter contains a great deal of information, but it is important that we provide 

you with as many details as possible to ensure that we all remain alert and continue to keep everyone 

safe.  

Please find attached a Government information leaflet for parents: Returning to primary school: what 

parents need to know.  

Further DFE guidance for parents can be found at: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-

parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-during-the-

coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-

schools-and-colleges-in-the-autumn-term 

We are happy to answer any further questions you may have, please email 

head@godolphin.cornwall.sch.uk  or secretary@godolphin.cornwall.sch.uk 

Thank you for your support in helping us to keep our school a happy and above all safe place for our 

children to learn. I look forward to seeing you and your child at the start of term and to school returning 

to a more usual pattern, if not back to completely normal for the time being. 

Take care and stay safe, 

Lucy Wandless  
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