
 
1.3.2021 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

In addition to the letter you received last week from Donna Bryant, Trust Executive Leader, please 

find the details of our school’s arrangements for all children returning to school on 8th March.  We 

have reviewed our risk assessments and our plans in light of the updated guidance from the DFE. 

There are very few changes in the guidance and therefore the majority of our plans reflect those 

that were in place when children returned to school in September 2020.  

Organisation 

Government guidelines require that we assess and put into place control measures that mitigate 

risks. The guidance states that consistent groups reduce the risk of transmission by limiting the 

number of pupils and staff in contact with each other to only those within the group. These are 

referred to as ‘bubbles’.  

We will keep our three consistent ‘bubbles’ 

 

Bubble 1  Emeralds (R/Yr1/Yr2) 

Bubble 2  Diamonds (Yr2/Yr3/Yr4) 

Bubble 3  Zircons (Yr5/Yr6)  

 
We will continue with the existing measures we have had in place during the autumn term to ensure 

that distancing is continued in and out of the classrooms as well as we can and where toilet facilities 

need to be shared. There are protocols in place to reduce the risk of infection and we will continue 

to use a system of controls to reduce the risk of transmission: 

1) Minimise contact with individuals who are required to self-isolate by ensuring they do not attend 

the school. 

2) Ensure face coverings are used in recommended circumstances. (Pupils in primary schools are not 

required to wear masks).  

3) Ensure everyone is advised to clean their hands thoroughly and more often than usual. 

4) Ensure good respiratory hygiene for everyone by promoting the ‘catch it, bin it, kill it’ approach. 



 

5) Maintain enhanced cleaning, including cleaning frequently touched surfaces often, using standard 

products such as detergents. 

6) Consider how to minimise contact across the site and maintain social distancing wherever 

possible. 

7) Keep occupied spaces well ventilated.  

In specific circumstances: 

8) Ensure individuals wear the appropriate personal protective equipment (PPE) where necessary. 

9) Promote and engage in asymptomatic testing, where available. 

Response to any infection 

10) Promote and engage with the NHS Test and Trace process. 

11) Manage and report confirmed cases of coronavirus (COVID-19) amongst the school community. 

12) Contain any outbreak by following local health protection team advice. 

 
Drop off and collection procedures  

Following social distancing guidelines from the government and welcoming children back to school 

on March 8th, the following procedures will need to be adhered to for drop off and pick up times. 

The majority of these reflect those  we had in place in the autumn term and therefore the 

information below is a reminder of the procedures.  However, we have made some slight changes to 

the pick up procedures to ensure social distancing can be maintained.  

Normal school start and finish times will be in place from September. School will officially start at 

8.55am and finish at 3.15pm.  

Drop off 

● There will be a one-way system in the playground for pupils and parents 

● We will have IN and OUT gates and markers in place to guide parents 

● To stagger dropping off times there will be a drop off window between 8:45 and 8:55 and 

pupils/parents will be greeted by a member of staff in the playground  

● Pupils must be dropped off in the playground and will go straight to their classrooms 

 

Collection 

● Again, there will be a one-way system in the playground for pupils and parents 

● We will have IN and OUT gates and markers in place to guide parents 

● To stagger collection time there will be two pick-up time slots. 3.15pm will be for group 1, 

and 3.20pm for group 2. (You will receive a text message to confirm which group you are in). 

● Please endeavour to arrive promptly.  

● There will be parent social distance markers in the playground. A staff member will let a set 

number of parents in at a time (until all spaces are full). We ask all other parents to queue 

(socially distanced) on the pavement until a space becomes available 

● The children will wait for a member of staff to send them to their parents 

● Once your child(ren) have walked to you please leave the playground through the OUT gate  



 

● Once a space is available parents waiting on the pavement can move into the playground  

● If you are going to be late, due to unforeseen circumstances, please ring the school office to 

inform us.  

 

We ask that parents/carers observe social distancing at all times.  We appreciate that families will 

not have seen each other for sometime but please do not congregate at the gate or outside the 

school.  This is in order to keep everyone safe and to adhere to the current government lockdown 

restrictions. We would also strongly encourage parents/carers to wear a mask whilst on the school 

site.  

If somebody else is collecting your child(ren), please ensure you have explained the drop-off and 

collection procedures to them. 

 

How to contact school  

Sadly, we will not be able to welcome visitors to the school without appointments and even then, 

any visit in person will need to be judged essential by school staff.  

If you need to contact the school at any time during the day, please phone the office on 01736 

763318.  We will be answering calls, or you can leave a message on the answerphone (messages will 

be checked). In addition, you can email Mrs. Thomas at  secretary@godolphin.cornwall.sch.uk.   

 
If you need to collect your child during the school day  
Please call the school office to make us aware that you will be coming to the school. We will make 
sure your child is ready for you to collect.  
 
 
Attendance  

School attendance will be mandatory for all pupils from 8th March. This means from that point, the 

usual rules on school attendance will apply.  

We understand the potential concerns of pupils and parents who may be reluctant or anxious about 

returning and we are here to support all our families. Please contact us if you would like to discuss 

any concerns you may have about your child returning to school.  

 

Curriculum  

We will ensure that all pupils are given the support needed to make good progress. The key 

principles that underpin our curriculum planning are as follows:  

•All pupils receive a high-quality education that promotes their development and equips them with 

the knowledge and cultural capital they need to succeed in life.  

• The curriculum remains broad and ambitious. All pupils will continue to be taught a wide range of 

subjects.  

Informed by these principles, we will meet the following key curriculum expectations:  
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• Teach an ambitious and broad curriculum in all subjects. Where appropriate, teaching time will be 

prioritised to address the most significant gaps in pupils’ knowledge. We will ensure that curriculum 

planning is informed both by an assessment of pupils’ starting points and gaps in their knowledge, 

and an understanding of what is the most critical content for progression. To achieve this, we may 

need to make modifications to our curriculum and we will make effective use of regular formative 

assessment. We will use existing flexibilities to create time to cover the most important content in 

which pupils are not yet secure. We will continue to provide specific interventions for pupils where a 

need for this is identified. Details of our plans are available on the school website. 

https://www.godolphin.cornwall.sch.uk/our-school/pupil-premium/covid-catch-up/ 

Physical activity will continue to take place in school. However, we request that children do not bring 

PE kits to school. We ask that children bring a pair of trainers to school. If sports clothes are required 

for a specific activity, teachers will let parents know in advance and children will be asked to wear 

appropriate clothing.  

 

Primary assessment 

The DFE has cancelled the statutory Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2 tests and key teacher assessments 

planned for summer 2021, including the Key Stage 2 tests in reading and mathematics.   

We will continue to use our own assessment systems in school. This will inform teaching and assist 

us in providing information to parents on attainment in the children’s annual report at the end of 

the summer term. In addition, this will support transition to secondary school for pupils currently in 

Year 6.  

Wellbeing 

We understand that some pupils may be experiencing a variety of emotions in response to the 

coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak, such as anxiety, stress or low mood. It is important to 

contextualise these feelings as normal responses to an abnormal situation. 

Our curriculum will continue to pay particular attention to the importance of positive relationships 

and mental and physical health.  Our planning includes pastoral activities to: 

• support the rebuilding of friendships and social engagement 

• address and equip pupils to respond to issues linked to coronavirus (COVID19) 

• support pupils with approaches to improving their physical and mental wellbeing 

 
Wraparound Provision  
 
Breakfast Club 
As this is run through Little Dolphins Preschool they will be writing directly to parents.  
 
After School Club  
We are delighted that we can offer after school provision. We will be adhering to all the government 
guidance and observing all measures to minimise interactions and socially distance. If you would like 
to book a place please email Mrs. Thomas at secretary@godolphin.cornwall.sch.uk  
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Uniform 

Children should return to school on the 8th March  wearing their school uniforms. We appreciate 

that some children may have outgrown some of their school clothes, especially footwear. We realise 

that this may not be easy to replace with most shops remaining closed at this current time. 

Therefore we will allow some flexibility and understand if full uniform is not in place on our initial 

return.  

Increased ventilation naturally makes school buildings cooler than usual over the winter months. 

Please ensure children wear additional items of clothing in addition to the school’s current uniform.  

It is still recommended that pupils limit the amount of equipment they bring into school each day. 

Therefore, we ask that children only bring essentials such as lunch boxes and coats. Bags are 

allowed.  

 

School Lunches  
 

Lunches will be available in school; pupils in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 will have their lunch as 

part of the Universal Free School meals; KS2 pupils will be required to pay for lunch in the normal 

way unless they are entitled to Free School Meals. Please pay for school lunches via the Parent Pay 

service. Children will continue to eat lunch in their own classrooms.  

 

How you can help us: 
● Make sure home packed lunches are easy for your child to unwrap 
● Provide your child with their own water bottle 
● Make sure your child’s uniform has clothes they can manage themselves - e.g elasticated 

trousers rather than zips and buttons 
● Children will not need to bring any resources to school e.g. pens and pencils 
● We will have boxes of tissues in school but if possible, please supply your child with a packet 

of tissues that they can keep on their own table  
 

Please be aware that these plans are based on the current Government guidance for March 2021. 

Should the guidance change, our plans will need to be adjusted. Therefore, we advise parents to 

check their emails regularly as we will use email to communicate any changes and keep everyone 

updated.  

We have also planned for the possibility of children needing to isolate, a ‘bubble’ having to close or a 

potential local/national  lockdown, so that we keep educational provision going if children cannot 

attend school. We will continue to use Google Classroom for providing remote learning should this 

occur. A document outlining this provision can be found on the school website. The details are: 

https://www.godolphin.cornwall.sch.uk/download/documents/Godolphin%20Remote%20education

%20provision%20Jan%202021.pdf 

 

We are happy to answer any further questions you may have, please email 
head@godolphin.cornwall.sch.uk or secretary@godolphin.cornwall.sch.uk  
 

We appreciate the support and patience you have shown and realise the challenges families are 
continuing to face at this current time.  
 

We are very much looking forward to welcoming all children back to school on 8th March.  
Thinking of you all, Lucy  
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