Godolphin Primary School Reading and Phonics Policy

2021 - 2022
Equality Impact Assessment
The EIA has not identified any
potential for discrimination or
adverse impact and all
opportunities to promote
equality have been taken.*
The EIA has not identified any
conflict with the Trust’s cooperative values and the Church
Schools’ values.
Adjust the policy to remove
barriers identified by the EIA or
better promote equality.

*Inclusive of protected characteristics
Provenance
Implementation

Date
November 2021

Review Date
Next review: November 2022

Intent
At Godolphin Primary School we aim to inspire a love of reading that will continue for years to come.
This is approached through meaningful reading experiences inspired by inspirational texts. We
encourage and plan for a range of reading experiences so that pupils can apply their reading skills
across the curriculum. At Godolphin we:
●
●

●

●

Ensure progression of reading and comprehension skills across the school.
Teach reading through Phonics sessions, Guided Reading, whole class shared reading, and
through opportunities for children to read with an adult on a 1:1 basis.
Develop a culture of reading that involves strong links with parents who actively engage in
regular reading at home with their children.
Provide meaningful reading experiences using the contexts inspired by quality core texts and
the whole school topic themes.

●

Use whole class story time, or class novel, as an essential part of our whole school approach,
to enrich the scope of texts that children access, secure high expectations, inspire learners,
and model lively, joyous reading aloud.

Implementation
Phonics
At Godolphin, we currently follow the Letters and Sounds programme of study to introduce the skill
of learning to read. We ensure that the teaching of phonics is lively, interactive and investigative. We
use a multisensory approach so that children learn from simultaneous visual, audio and kinaesthetic
activities, designed to secure essential phonic knowledge and skills. Staff work hard to promote
phonics at every opportunity so that pupils recognise that it is not a standalone subject, but an
integral part of all their reading and writing development.
Reading Sessions
Through independent reading, shared reading, guided reading groups and reading for pleasure,
reading in Key Stage 2 develops and extends the phonetic skills acquired during the Foundation
Stage and Key Stage 1.
Children explore a wide variety of genres, both fiction and non-fiction which allows them to access,
input ideas and understand what they are reading. They are given opportunities to speculate on the
tone and purpose of texts they explore as well as to consider both the themes and audience.
Our children take part in Guided Reading sessions to develop their reading ability and
comprehension through specific teaching. These books are intended to extend and challenge pupils
to motivate next step progression, whilst allowing them to take risks, explore new strategies,
encounter new vocabulary, and demonstrate comprehension with the support of the adults within
the classroom.
Reading Books
Our children are issued with a home reading book within the first few days of starting school. The
school uses fully decodable series from Oxford Reading Tree Floppy’s Phonics, Project X Phonics,
Songbird Phonics and Collins Big Cat Phonics, to support the Letters and Sounds teaching program.
These books are categorized to match subsets within Phases to closely match our children’s phonics
progression, to consolidate learning and subsequently promote confidence and independence.
These books offer a range of genres such as stories and poetry, as well as non-fiction texts such as
recounts, information and instructions.
Parental Involvement
An introductory phonics workshop is offered to parents at the beginning of Reception. During this
workshop, parents are made aware of how phonics is taught, what support can be given at home,
and the national expectations of attainment for the end of the year. The vital part parents play in
supporting reading in the home environment is also acknowledged and discussed.

Reception children are provided with a copy of each new phoneme taught. New learning is sent
home via the child’s book bag so parents are aware of phonics taught. Parents are supported with
strategies of pronunciation and the skill of blending phonemes to read words.
Impact
Assessment
Pupils are assessed through quality questioning, discussions and observations throughout the day.
Assessments are annotated during guided reading or one to one reading sessions. Phonics is formally
assessed at the end of each phase taught.
Children who did not successfully pass the Year 1 Phonics Screening Check continue to be supported
and assessed throughout Year 2.
Provision is made for children who need extra support or extension, through regular interventions
and quality first teaching. Any children who are not working at the expected level in phonics by the
end of KS1, receive additional phonic intervention during KS2. Staff working within KS2 are
supported to deliver these interventions through personalised support such as training and
observations of phonics in practise.
Equal Opportunities
Every child, regardless of gender, cultural background, class, disability or ability, will have the
opportunity to accomplish their full potential and will receive the support to realise this.
Training and Professional Development
Ongoing training is made available to ensure a high level of staff knowledge and expertise in order to
facilitate effective learning and teaching.
Monitoring and Review
The implementation and ongoing effectiveness of this policy will be monitored by the English Subject
Leader.

